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Assignment #17: Macbeth Essay
Is Lady Macbeth to blame for her husband’s downfall?  A discussion of the relationship between the couple as the play develops.
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Shakespeare’s Macbeth was filled with many twists and turns, marred by tragic twists of fate, and almost completely centered around the relationships of the characters as the plot thickens.  The relationship between Lady Macbeth and Macbeth was particularly interesting; indeed, it was the one of the subjects of the whole play.  Lady Macbeth was one of the primary reasons for the downfall of her husband, the noble lord-turned-tyrant Macbeth.


Lady Macbeth is responsible for her husband’s crime for many reasons.  Among these reasons is that her ambition infects Macbeth.  This is proved when she says “But I fear thy nature/ It is too full o’ the milk of human kindness.” 1 This shows that at the beginning of the play, Macbeth never would have considered murdering King Duncan.  As murdering Duncan started the downward spiral, and since Macbeth wouldn’t have done it if not for Lady Macbeth, Lady Macbeth is responsible for Macbeth’s descent.  


Lady Macbeth was an overall bad influence on Macbeth.  When Macbeth tried to back out of killing the king, Lady Macbeth said: “From this time/ Such I account thy love,”2 so that Macbeth would not get cold feet, so to speak, and also questions Macbeth’s manhood by comparing him to the other noble lords.  This is heart-wrenching for Macbeth, who loves Lady Macbeth deeply, but is now fighting himself.  He doesn’t want to kill the king, but is prompted to by Lady Macbeth.  This form of torture is one of the key concepts of the play, and one that Shakespeare evolved well.

Macbeth continues in the downward spiral, most notably when he kills Banquo, his best friend, in an attempt to deal with his guilt and insecurity.  However, this doesn’t help, as proved in the scene with the ghost of Banquo, when Macbeth is clearly going insane.


These betrayals ultimately lead to a revolt of the nobles in Scotland (and nature, for that matter), which ultimately led to Macbeth’s downfall.  As Lady Macbeth started him on this downward spiral, she is responsible for the downfall of Macbeth.


Macbeth becomes desensitized to his increasingly abhorrent crimes, to the point where he doesn’t care that his wife has died.  This is proved when he says, “She should have died hereafter”3.  While he is becoming desensitized, Lady Macbeth realizes that she has created a monster as she goes insane and suicidal.  Even Lady Macbeth knows she is responsible, as proved in the Damn Spot scene. 

The reasons for the tragedy of Macbeth are potentially many, but the most prominent and forceful was that of Lady Macbeth, and her profound influence on Macbeth.  Without this integral character, the play would never have unfolded the way it did.    
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